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The Pharisees were talking 
about how Jesus was 

winning and baptizing 
more disciples than 

John… So when Jesus 
heard what was being said, 
he left Judea and returned 
to Galilee, which took him 

through Samaria. 
v e r s e s  1 - 4

T h e  
Context

p l a t e  # 1

“It was time for the Festival, and Jesus’ brothers said to 
him, “Leave here and go to Judea, where people can see 

your miracles! Show yourself to the world! You can’t 
become famous if you hide like this!”

J o h n  7 : 2 - 4  ( N LT )

THAT’S not JESUS! 

The god of our age is fame 
and celebrity— even in the church.

➡ He avoided attention 
➡ He hung out with the 

wrong crowd 
➡ He said hard things 

to would-be followers 
➡ He insulted religious 

kingpins 
But he changed 
the world!

➡ He championed 
unpopular causes  

➡ He lost followers.  
➡ He got himself crucified 



Valuing humility is 
important to the 
health of God’s 
Kingdom.

Celebrate humility 
—it’s the way of the Master!

Visit a small church and 
encourage its shepherd.

assignment

“ You’re a Jew; I ’m a 
Samaritan—you’re 

asking me for a 
drink?” Jews won’t 
even use the same 

cups and bowls that 
Samaritans use. 

v e r s e  9

T h e  
background

p l a t e  # 2

Hostility Between  
Jew & Samaritan
The Northern tribes exiled to 

Assyria began to intermarry; so did 
the remnant remaining in Israel.

They tarnished their racial purity 
as God ’s chosen people in the eyes   

of the Southern tribes.



Hostility Between  
Jew & Samaritan

The Southern tribes contemptuously 
rejected the Northern tribes’ offer to 

help rebuild the temple.

The Northern tribes built an 
alternative temple on Mt. Gerizim.

Jews wouldn’t associate with Samaritans. 
Jewish men wouldn’t publicly         

associate with woman.

jesus & 
the samaritan woman

Jews wouldn’t associate with 
women of questionable morals.

Jesus, whom John presents as God in 
the flesh, is breaking through all 
barriers—racial, religious, social, 

gender, moral—to redeem a lost soul.

breaking barriers



Salvation is not 
exclusive

—it is universal.

Love the unlikely 
—it’s the way of the Master!

Assignment  
Express tangible love to unlikely, unsuspecting people

“Believe me, dear woman, the time is 
coming when it won’t matter where you 
worship God. In fact, that time is now—
true worshipers worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth. The Father is looking for those 
who will worship him that way. For God is 
Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.”  
v e r s e s  2 1 - 2 4

T h e  
definition

p l a t e  # 3

We “samaritanize”    
worship when we make 

worship more about what we 
like than about what God likes.

The Core  
Problem

The Samaritan woman was looking for a 
god made to her specifications.



“As Americans return to 
church, they have 

developed a pick and 
choose Christianity in 
which individuals take 

what they want and pass 
over what does not fit 
their spiritual goals.” 

N e w s w e e k

If you have made worship about what you prefer,  
a little repentance is in order.

worship God his way—you will get 
what you really want—living 

water. It’s the way of the 
master!

Assignment  
Evaluate your expectations of worship.

“Go get your husband,” The 
woman replied. “I don’t 

have a husband.” Jesus said, 
“ You’re right! You don’t 
have a husband—you’ve 
had f ive, and you’re not 
even married to the man 
you’re living with now.” 

v e r s e s  1 6 - 1 8

T h e  
point

p l a t e  # 4



Any encounter with Jesus 
doesn’t simply warm our 
heart to universality of 
God’s love or inform our 

theology...

it touches our heart ’s 
true condition! 

If you are looking to a thing or 
person to fulfill you, you are putting 

an expectation on something or 
someone they can’t meet.

Your life will end up as 
one long, futile attempt to 

f ind completion.

Only God can complete you. 

“Our hearts are restless till they 
f ind rest in thee.”

A u g u s t i n e



“Those who drink the water I give 
will never be thirsty again.

J o h n  4 : 1 4
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