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1 Very truly I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is 
a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate 

for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 

out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 

never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” …

J o h n  1 0 : 1 - 1 5

7 I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full. 11 I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not 

own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks 

the flock and scatters it.

J o h n  1 0 : 1 - 1 5



13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.

J o h n  1 0 : 1 - 1 5

J o h n  1 0 :  2 7 - 2 9

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them 

out of my Father’s hand.

*backsliding: 
To fall away from Jesus into a life of sin, voiding your salvation.

Theologi ca l ly , in  the  ext reme

are polar opposites. 

and
e t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y

b a c k s l i d i n g *



is not walking 
a tightrope 

over the fires 
of hell without 

a safety net. 
It is sitting safe and 
secure in the Good 
Shepherd’s care!

Christian living

a JUDEAN SHEPHERD 
was never off duty. He was 
constantly vigilant, fearlessly 
protective and patiently 
loving with his flock.



as my                             
GOOD SHEPHERD    
Jesus is never off duty. He is 
constantly vigilant, fearlessly 
protective and patiently loving.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.

J o h n  1 0 : 1 0

“The enemy won’t see you vanish into God’s company 
without an effort to reclaim you.” 

c . s .  l e w i s



t h e  
p r o b l e m

!

Out of 

 most of Satan’s victims 
fiddle while he goes about his        

evil work undetected.

ignorance, indifference or disbelief 

32%

b a r n a  s u r v e y

“Satan is not a living being but only a symbol of evil.”

of believers agreed strongly,

11%
agreed somewhat and

5%
didn’t know.

“By his death, Jesus destroyed him who holds the power of 
death—that is, the devil.”

H e b r e w s  2 : 1 4

“The reason the Son of God came was that by his death 
he might destroy him who holds the power of death—

that is, the devil.” 

H e b r e w s  2 : 1 4



“There is no neutral ground in the universe; every 
square inch, every split second, is claimed by God and 
counter-claimed by Satan.”
c . s .  l e w i s

S p i r i t u a l  W a r f a r e

Satan delays answers to prayer.  
Daniel 10:12-14

Satan is the true source of conflict in 
    the Christian life. Ephesians 6:12

The final battleground in the ultimate fight for  
 control over the future of this present world is 
       between Jesus and Satan. Revelation 12

Unseen Realmi n  t h e

t h e  f i n a l

God wins
O utcome

Satan loses !



“The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, 
even the demons submit to us in your name.’ Jesus 

replied, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven.  
I’ve given you authority to…overcome all the power of 

the enemy, and nothing will harm you.’”

L u k e  1 0 : 1 7 - 1 9

Q:
T h e  B a t t l e

Once I’ve committed my life to 
Christ, can I ever lose my salvation?

My SalvationF o r

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand.”

J o h n  1 0 : 2 8



“My Father, who gave them to me, is greater than all; 
no one can snatch them out of his hand.”

J o h n  1 0 : 2 9

S i n c e  n o  o n e  a n d  
n o t h i n g  i s  m o r e  
p o w e r f u l  t h a n  
G o d ,  w h o  i s  g o i n g  
t o  p r y  m y  
s a lv a t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  g r i p  o f  

God’s 
unrelenting 
grace?

“And I am certain that God, who began the good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”

P h i l i p p i a n s  1 : 6



“Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from 
falling away and will bring you with great joy into his 

glorious presence without a single fault.”

J u d e  1 : 2 4

Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit are 

at work right 
now to perfect 

what they’ve 
begun in me, and will exert 

the full power of 
their Divine 
Being to bring 
my eternal life to 
completion.

“ T h i s  i s  w h a t  G o d  h a s  
t e s t i f i e d :  H e  h a s  g i v e n  u s  
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  a n d  t h i s  l i f e  
i s  i n  h i s  S o n .   S o  w h o e v e r  
h a s  G o d ' s  S o n  h a s  l i f e ;  
w h o e v e r  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
h i s  S o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
l i f e .   I  w r i t e  t h i s  t o  y o u  
w h o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  S o n  o f  
G o d ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
k n o w  y o u  h a v e  e t e r n a l  
l i f e . ”   

I  J o h n  5 : 1 1 - 1 3  



“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand.”

J o h n  1 0 : 2 8
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