
part 3:  be wise!

WINNING SOULS  
IS THE SOUL 

OF MISSIONS.

“The fruit of the righteous is a 
tree of life, and he who wins souls 

is wise.”   Proverbs 11:30

t r e e   l i f e
GENESIS: God creates the tree of life for man 
but sin cursed it into perpetual dormancy.

REVELATION: God restores the tree of life for 
the redeemed with perpetual access to its 
healing properties.

PROVERBS: God uses the righteous as a 
“tree of life” through the life-giving power of 
their words.
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•Strong idea in the New Testament   
•Vague idea in the Old Testament 
•Phrase isn’t used except in Proverbs

“ w i n s  s o u l s ”

I t s  m e a n i n g  
to capture a city;                      

to influence a person to the 
path of righteousness.

h o w  t o  c a p t u r e  &  
i n f l u e n c e  s o u l s

THROUGH PERSUASION: 
the irresistible guidance of a 

reasoned opinion 

“Direct your kids onto the right path, and when they are older, 
they won’t leave it.”   Proverbs 22:6

Parental Influence
Both Parents 
Faithful and Active:

93% of children remain 
faithful to church 
as adults 

One Parent 
Faithful and Active:

73% of children remain 
faithful to church 
as adults 

Both Parents 
Regular But Non-
Engaged:

53% of children remain 
faithful to church 
as adults 

Both Parents 
Inconsistent:

6% of children remain 
faithful to church 
as adults 

http://www.pulpithelps.com/www/docs/6



God has given you insights and 
influence—use them to win souls 

to the way of righteousness!

“Follow the steps of good people.”  Proverbs 2:20

“Through your good lives you will make Gospel of God              
our Savior more attractive.”  Titus 2:10

h o w  t o  c a p t u r e  &  
i n f l u e n c e  s o u l s

THROUGH EXAMPLE: 
an attractive lifestyle

The Winsome Witness 
of a COMPELLING LIFE 

Intentionally doing good deeds in public view.  
Matthew 5:16

Engaging in reasonable, respectful and calm 
conversations.  I Peter 3:15-16

Quietly demonstrating purity and reverence       
in daily behavior. I Peter 3:1-2



“Men will believe 
what they see.   
Let them see.”

H e n r y  D a v i d  T h o r e a u

“To train up a child 
in the way he 

should go, travel 
that way yourself 
once in a while.”

J o s h  B i l l i n g s

“Don’t walk away if someone deserves help…when the money’s 
in your pocket.”  Proverbs 3:27-28

“Use worldly wealth to gain friends…then they will welcome 
you into your eternal home.”  Luke 16:9

h o w  t o  c a p t u r e  &  
i n f l u e n c e  s o u l s

THROUGH INVESTMENT: 
leveraging worldly wealth for 

eternal gain

missional investment 

populate heaven!
plunders hell to

Your



#1
Influencing people to 

righteousness is wise because 
of the joy it brings me.

“Celebrate! I’ve found my lost sheep! There’s more joy 
in heaven over one sinner’s rescue than over those  

who need no rescue.”  Luke 15:5-6

T h e  w i s d o m    s o u l  w i n n i n go f

#2
Influencing people to righteousness 

is wise because it exerts my greatest 
impact on eternity. 

“Remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the 
error of his way will save him from death and cover 

over a multitude of sins.”  James 5:20

T h e  w i s d o m    s o u l  w i n n i n go f



#3
Influencing people to righteousness 

is wise because it bends the 
trajectory of my future.

“Those who are wise will shine like heaven’s 
brightness and those who lead many to righteousness, 

like the stars for ever and ever.”  Daniel 12:3

T h e  w i s d o m    s o u l  w i n n i n go f



Where do I go from here?

Investigate—absorb the 
written missions material; come 
to the missions interactive

Intercede—pray, “God, what 
do you want me to do?”

Invest—engage locally, 
give globally

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

“The fruit of the righteous 
is a tree of life,                 

and he who wins souls       
is wise.”

part 3:  be wise!


