
part 5: Win Friends & Influence People! 

“Death and life are in the power of 
the tongue.”  Proverbs 18:21

p o w e r   w o r d s

EVERYTHING IN CREATION GOT ITS 
START BY GOD’S WORDS.

o ft h e

AND EVERYTHING WILL ONE DAY BE 
DESTROYED BY GOD’S WORDS.



God has placed life-giving and 
death-producing power within 
our tongue—and he’s asked 

us to manage it well.

1
Through 

complimentary words.

“The words of the godly are a life-giving 
fountain.”  Proverbs 10:11

Win Friends & Influence People

#

A simple, 
straightforward 

statement of genuine 
appreciation.

Complimentary  
Words



“Pastor, that was the best 
sermon I ever heard!”

“The deepest principle in 
human nature is the craving 

to be appreciated.”
W i l l i a m  J a m e s

2
Through 

inspiring words.

“Anxiety weighs down the heart, but an 
encouraging word cheers it up.”  Proverbs 12:25
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“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”  Hebrews 10:24-25

God has assigned me to 
intentionally use my words to bring 
out the best in the people in my life.

3
Through 

gentle words. 
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“A soft answer turns away wrath, but harsh 
words stirs up anger.”  Proverbs 15:1

4
Through 

humble words.
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Pride ends in destruction; humility ends in honor. 
Proverbs 18:12 



“Love is never haughty or selfish or rude. It 

doesn’t demand its own way.”  I Corinthians 13:4

Love never flourishes by way of demand, 
but through choice.

A request introduces the element of choice 
and affirms the worth of the one to whom 

the request is made.

We were taught it as children but somehow 
forget it as adults: What’s the magic word?  It 

comes in the form of a request:  “Please!”

“A gentle word, a kind look, a good-natured 
smile can work wonders and accomplish 

miracles.”  William Hazlitt

5
Through 

indirect words.
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“Wherever I go I hear you being talked about! 
For your faith in God is becoming known.”  

Romans 1:8



holy gossip

Spreading good words about 
people around behind their backs! 

T h e  T h i n k  F i r s t  I n i t i a t i v e

— Is it truthful? 
— Is it helpful? 

— Is it inspirational? 
— Is it necessary? 
— Is it kind?

"Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry.”   James 1:19
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