
PART 12: A Great Place to Thrive! 

E v e r y  h u m a n  
b e i n g  h a s  t h e  

n e e d  t o  g i v e  
l o v e — a n d  t o  

g e t  l o v e

T h a t ’ s  h o w  w e  t h r i v e  
— b y  G o d ’ s  d e s i g n .

T o  b e  h o l i s t i c a l l y  h e a l t h y ,     
w e  h a v e  t o  f o r m  m e a n i n g f u l  

c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s .

We must exchange our lives—our 
frustrations and fears, hopes and dreams, 

gifts and talents.



D r i f t i n g  
T o w a r d  

I s o l a t i o n

Americans have 33% 
fewer close friends than 
30 years ago. 

People who have nobody 
to count as a close 
personal friend have 
more than doubled. 

Having no one to confide 
in outside of one’s own 
family has risen from 50% 
to nearly 90%.
A m e r i c a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w

Electronic devices and social media 
allow us to opt out of relationships: We 

can live in close proximity to others, 
yet be perilously distant from them.

B u t  c o m m u n i t y  i s  G o d ’ s  b a s i c  
r u l e  f o r  h u m a n  l i f e —  a n d  

t h e r e  i s  n o  o p t  o u t

Benefits of Relationships
• Professionally, we are 

more successful and 
satisfied. 

• Emotionally, we navigate 
stress and crises better. 

• Socially, we are more 
generous, likable and 
add value to society.  

• Physically, we live 
longer and healthier. 



In every area of our lives, friends are 
God’s way of taking care of us

D e v e l o p i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i n  
t h e  B o d y  o f  C h r i s t  i s  m y  
p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

I can’t wait for “the church” to make it 
happen for me; I can’t wait for others 

to initiate. I must proactively, doggedly 
pursue redemptive relationships.

a  p l a c e  t o  t h r i v e

1

“Walk with the wise and you’ll become wise.” 
Proverbs 13:20

I  must purposeful ly 
pursue fr iends.  



a  p l a c e  t o  t h r i v e

2

“Those with friends must show themselves friendly…a 
friend that sticks closer than a brother.” 

Proverbs 18:24 (KJV)

I  must purposely  
be a fr iend.

G e t  A  F r i e n d — B e  A  F r i e n d

1

“Whoever pursues righteousness and love 
finds life, prosperity and honor.” 

Proverbs 21:21

I  must get fr iends 
and be a fr iend that 
pursues godliness. 

“Don’t be misled: Bad company corrupts 
good character.” I Corinthians 15:33



simple prayer

“God, give me a lot of godly 
friends. And make me one too!”

G e t  A  F r i e n d — B e  A  F r i e n d

2

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is 
born for adversity.” 

Proverbs 17:17

I  must get a fr iend 
and be a fr iend that 

wil l  endure.

“Prosperity begets friends,  
adversity proves them.”



G e t  A  F r i e n d — B e  A  F r i e n d

3

“Better an open rebuke than hidden love. 
Wounds from a friend can be trusted,        

but an enemy multiplies kisses.” 
Proverbs 27:5-6

 I  must get a fr iend 
and be a fr iend who 

wil l  be honest.  

“Let a righteous man strike me—it is a 
kindness; let him rebuke me — it is oil to 

my head.  My head will not refuse it.” 
Psalm 141:5

“A friend is one who warns you.” 
Jewish Proverb

“He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will 
be at home among the wise.” 

Proverbs 15:31

“Correct the wise, and they will love you.” 
Proverbs 9:8



A  P r a y e r  f o r  r e p r o o f

"Father, help me to embrace your reproof, 
whether it comes from your Spirit or in 
circumstances or through people. May 

gratitude for your love be my first 
response when you correct me."

To learn, you must love discipline; 
    it is stupid to hate correction.      

Proverbs 12:1

T h e  B e s t  
F r i e n d s h i p

God has made friendship with 
himself possible through his Son, 

Jesus Christ.
“I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 
John 15:15
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