
PART 14: How To Delight Your Deity 

The irony of                  is that 
without exception, everyone 
places high value on it; yet in 

reality, our practice of honesty is 
not commensurate — by far.

honesty

T h e  G r e a t  A m e r i c a n
The check’s in the mail

and it wasn’t
I’ll be ready in a minute

and you weren’t
I’ll be praying for you

and you didn’t
Let’s do lunch

and you had no intention

Mom’s not home right now
and she was

lie



“Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue 
lasts only a moment…The Lord detests lying lips,   

but he delights in those who are truthful.”  
Proverbs 12:19 & 22

Rutgers Study on 
Cheating
• Humanities Majors: 63% cheated      
• Science Majors: 68% cheated 
• Engineering Majors: 74% cheated 
• Business Majors: 87% cheated   
• 42% rationalized cheating

From the schoolhouse to the 
White House to your house, 

the truth is in trouble.

“People are basically dishonest.” 
D.L. MOODY

“The heart is deceitful.” 
JEREMIAH 17:9



“The Lord delights in honesty.” 
PROVERBS 11:1

“The Lord hates...a lying tongue.” 
PROVERBS 6:17

g o d ’ s  v i e w

V e i l e d

Flattery

dishonesty

Silence

Deceit Exaggeration

inauthentic 
affirmation

withholding needful 
conversation

shading truth false impressions

Use of Time

unauthorized 
time expenditure

Self-Protec tion

misstating reality to 
avoid a negative image

Slander and Gossip

exploiting another’s flaw

V e i l e d dishonesty



You can’t walk in the light of 
God’s favor while walking in 

the shadow of veiled 
dishonesty.

“The Lord cannot 
tolerate a lying tongue.” 

PROVERBS 6:16

I f  J e s u s  W e r e              M e …

Flattery

SilenceDeceit

Exaggeration

with

Use of Time

Self-Protec tion

Slander and Gossip

B r e a k  t h e  H a b i t  
o f  V e i l e d  D i s h o n e s t y

“Buy the truth and don’t sell it.” 
Proverbs 23:23

Commit to truthfulness 
at al l  t imes.

1

“Keep falsehood and lies far from me.” 
Proverbs 30:8

“Stand firm, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist.” 
Ephesians 6:14



B r e a k  t h e  H a b i t  
o f  V e i l e d  D i s h o n e s t y

Choose your words 
careful ly.

2

“He who guards his lips guards his life, but he 
who speaks rashly will come to ruin.” 

Proverbs 13:3

B r e a k  t h e  H a b i t  
o f  V e i l e d  D i s h o n e s t y

Communicate the 
truth courageously.

3

“An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.” 
Proverbs 24:26

“Wounds from a loved one are worth it; it’s 
kisses from an enemy that’ll do you in.”  

Proverbs 27:7



B r e a k  t h e  H a b i t  
o f  V e i l e d  D i s h o n e s t y

Claim the benefits 
of honesty.

4

T r u t h  w i l l         m e :guide

PolicyT h e  B e s t

T r u t h  w i l l           m e :enrich
“Trouble chases sinners, while blessings chase the righteous!” 

Proverbs 13:21

“The godly are directed by their honesty.” 
Proverbs 11:5

T r u t h  w i l l           m e :guard
“God provides help and protection for those who are 

righteous and honest.” 
Proverbs 2:7

 “God holds success in store for the 
honest. He’s a shield to those               

who walk with integrity.”  
Proverbs 2:7



 “God, you examine our hearts and 
rejoice when you find integrity there.”  

1 Chronicles 29:17

“Honest people will 
live in his presence.” 

Psalm 140:13
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