
PART 16: How To Be A Fantastic Father 

The Dumbing Down of Dad
The humorous stereotyping of the 

father as feckless and foolish is 
Satanic at its core.

“It is a wonderful heritage to 
have an honest father.”  

Proverbs 20:7, LB



“An old man’s grandchildren are his crowning 
glory. A child’s glory is his father.”  

Proverbs 17:6, LB

“Reverence for God gives a man deep strength; his 
children have a place of refuge and security.”  

Proverbs 14:26

Being a 
fantastic father 

requires being 
intentional about 

honoring God in my 
fatherhood.



“When any person has been taught 
from the mouth of another, he is 

called the son of his instructor. And 
the instructor is called father.” 

I R E N A E U S

Fatherhood = Influence

“Fathers, don’t exasperate your kids; 
instead, bring them up in the training 

and instruction of the Lord.”  
Ephesians 6:4

“Dads, don’t exasperate your kids by coming 
down hard on them. Take their hand and lead 

them in the way of the master.”  
the message

E x a s p e r at e
to goad the child into a 

perpetual state of resentment.

Patria Potestas:
 the absolute rule of the father

A Rad ical New Model:
Christ-like Fathering



G o d - H o n o r i n g  F a t h e r h o o d

A God-honoring 
father ensures 
togetherness.

1

“Take their hand…” 
E p h e s i a n s  6 : 4

Time + Attention = Togetherness 

A father’s lack of attentiveness 
(time + attention) to his children’s 
needs produces negative results.

My child needs a dad 
who will put relationships 

before results.  

“He will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children and the hearts of the 

children to their fathers.”  
Malachi 4:6



T h e  Fat h e r h o o d

Elevate togetherness as a 
core value in your home.  

C h a l l e n g e

Rearrange your priorities 
around that value.

“When you’re at home or out for a walk; at bedtime and the 
first thing in the morning, lead your children into God’s way.”  

 Deuteronomy 6:7

G o d - H o n o r i n g  F a t h e r h o o d

A God-honoring 
father expresses 

tenderness.

2

“Take their hand and lead them…” 
Ephesians 6:4

“With each of you we were like a father with his 
child, holding Your hand, whispering encouragement, 

showing you step by step how to live.”  
1 Thessalonians 2:11-12



Consciously choose tender, 
encouraging words with your 

children at a ratio of 10:1.

Teach through tenderness: 
uplifting affirmations and 

gentle touches.

C h a l l e n g e
T h e  Fat h e r h o o d

G o d - H o n o r i n g  F a t h e r h o o d

A God-honor ing 
father exhibits a 

testimony.

3

“Take their hand and lead them in the way of the master.” 
Ephesians 6:4

“Follow my example as I follow 
the example of Christ.”  

1 Corinthians 11:1



When a father is an active believer, 
there is a 75% likelihood the child 

will become an active believer.

If just the mother is an active believer, 
there is only a 30% likelihood the child 

will become an active believer.

(Discipleship Journal, Issue #49, p. 41) 

“To train up a child in the way he 
should go, travel that way yourself 

once in a while.”
JOSH BILLINGS

By God’s design, a child 
needs a father who will model 
integrity over inconsistency.

Let your kids see 
you pray!

C h a l l e n g e
T h e  Fat h e r h o o d

“set an example in speech, in conduct, in love, 
in faith, in purity.”  

 1 Timothy 4:12



Choose togetherness 

Practice tenderness 

Model godliness

C h a l l e n g e
T h e  Fat h e r h o o d
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