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Room For Only 
One God 

PART 13 

My heart is not proud, O Lord, 
my eyes are not haughty; I do 
not concern myself with great 
ma!ers or things too wonderful 
for me.  But I have stilled and 
quieted my soul; like a weaned 
child with its mother, like a 
weaned child is my soul within 
me. O Israel, put your hope in 
t h e L o r d b o t h n o w a n d 
forevermore. 

Psalm 131 

Everything needs 
continual maintenance!  
It’s just the nature of 
things.  
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“If you leave a thing alone you leave it to 
a torrent of change.  If you leave a white 
post alone it will soon be a black post.” 

G.K. CHESTERTON 

Christian faith 
requires a Constant 
Gardener. 

!e greatest danger to my 
discipleship is ge"ing 
distracted by the things in life 
that     don't really ma!er.  
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by PRUNING... 
Divine life can #ow freely into 
the branches of my life, 
enabling me to bear the fruit 
that ma"ers. 

Psalm 131 is a maintenance song 

Above all else, it prunes: 
Our unruly ambitions.  

“Lord, I have given up my 
pride and turned away 
from my arrogance.”  PSALM 131:1 / TEV 
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Discipleship Principle:   
To keep me !om assuming God’s 
job, I must intentionally 
prune out unruly ambition.  

At the heart of ambition is 
pride.  Pride is at the core of 
sin.  Sin fosters this issue of 
godship in my life.   

Godship is taking the 
responsibility for running 
my life and achieving my 
desired outcomes away 
from God and assuming 
that role myself. 
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• I stress over ma"ers I 
can’t control 

• I manipulate to get my  
plans ful$lled 

Recognizing Godship 

• I make plans, then ask 
for God’s blessing 

• I base decisions on my 
happiness rather than God’s 
holiness 

Recognizing Godship 

• I pray as a last resort, 
not as a $rst response 

• I can’t afford to give time, 
energy or money to God’s 
work 

Recognizing Godship 
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Recognizing Godship 
• I put hope for security 

and happiness in other 
things at the expense of 
simple trust and 
obedience to God 

“God, I'm not trying to rule 
the roost; I don't want to be 
king of the mountain. I haven't 
meddled where I have no 
business or fantasized 
grandiose plans.” 
 PSALM 131:1 / THE MESSAGE 

first... 
“I’m keeping my feet on the ground 

and cultivating a quiet heart.” 
VERSE 2 / MESSAGE 

pruning unruly ambition will require 
me to cultivate contentment. 
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Cultivating contentment 
allows me to trade my sinful 
ambition for sancti$ed 
aspiration.   

pruning unruly ambition will 
require me to embrace maturity. 

second... 
“like a weaned child with its mother, 
like a weaned child is my soul within 

me.” 
VERSE 2 

“We grow out of spiritual infancy only as 
we forgo comforts that once appeared to 
be essential and find our solace in Him 

who denies them to us.”  
CHARLES SPURGEON 
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Mature discipleship requires 
that I quit grabbing at God 
out of desperation and grow 
into a faith that responds to 
him out of trust. 

...when God doesn’t treat me 
as I wish, I haven’t been 
neglected, I am being 
weaned. 

third... 
“put your hope in the Lord both now 

and forevermore.” 
VERSE 3 

pruning unruly ambition will 
require me to practice hope. 
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“Stay alert and put on…the hope 
of salvation as a helmet.” 

I THESSALONIANS 5:8 

To practice hope I must 
nurture pa"erns of 
thinking that are founded 
in hopefulness.  

Practicing hope will surrender 
godship to the only One who is 
quali$ed, and it will keep God on 
the throne of my life. 


