Is it possible, not just fo fall in
love, but fo stfay in love,
forever?
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LOVING YOUR
SPOUSE

It's never been easier to fallin love.

t's never been more difficult to stay in love.

Falling in love requires a pulse; staying in

ove requires a plan.

Love Wins




Each of us is wired to
but not equipped to

Because our culture has a
really
relationally.
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“A new command I give you...”
John 15:12a

Jove one another”

“as | have loved you, so you
must love ene anofher.”
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“Submif fo one anether ouf of
reverence fo Christ.” Ephesians 5:21

The boffom line, the
cornerstone, the starfing block
for lasting love is:
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SUBMISSION: making the
other person the priority.

“out of reverence for Chnst.”

Lve Wins

Staying in love requires us fo ask:
1. What did ! bring info this?
2. What did you bring infe this?

/ Corinthians 13:4-7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it
IS not proud. 5t is not rude, it is not

self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. & Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth




[ Corinthians 13:4-7
vs. 7

Love

* “always” protects

e “always” trusts
* “always” hopes
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In EVERY relationship There is
always a gap befween what people
expect and what is experienced.
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In every one of These gaps,
we PUT something.

We either believe The besf OR
we assume The worsft.




L/ Where do you go when

~ @xpectation and experience
create a gap? Believe the best
or assume the worst?

People who stay in love are
generous in their explanation of
why there is a gap.

Lve Wins

“In every realm of life, there is
one principle. And if you masfer
that principle, you'll be
successful.” Markus Buckingham

1. The illusion created a conviction.
“They really are this way"

2. The conviction created a security.
“I can trust myself with this person”
3. The security fostered intimacy.

4. The intimacy fostered love.

Lve Wins
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Find the most generous
explanafion for each ofher's
behavior. Believe if.
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It always profects,
always frusfs,
always hopes,

always perseveres.

Every time you go negative and
assume the worst, you overtly/
covertly/subtly push your partner
further away.

When you go positive and believe
the best, you create margin.
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Lute 6:31

“Do for him/her what you wish
he/she would do for you.”
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Fill the GAP befween
expectation and experience by
assuming the BEST insfead of

believing the worsf.
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How do you fall in love and
stay in love forever?

Fill the gaps -

rather than believe the worst.




