
2/19/13	



1	



1 & 2 Thessalonians 
Part 3: 

Something worth suffering for 

The Goal: 

The letters to the 
thessalonians: 

Living lives prepared for  
our savior’s  return 

practically apply  
prophetic truth 

You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure.  
We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as 
you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you 
his gospel in spite of strong opposition. For the appeal we 
make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are 
we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as men 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are 
not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. You 

cover up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking 
for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.�

1 thessalonians 2:1-16 
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As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 
but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her 
little children. We loved you so much that we were 
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 
Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we 
worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone 
while we preached the gospel of God to you. You are 
witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and 
blameless we were among you who believed. �

1 thessalonians 2:1-16 

For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father 
deals with his own children, encouraging, comforting and 
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 
kingdom and glory. And we also thank God continually 
because, when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but 
as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
who believe. For you, brothers, became imitators of Godʼs 
churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus:�

1 thessalonians 2:1-16 

You suffered from your own countrymen the same things 
those churches suffered from the Jews, who killed the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They 
displease God and are hostile to all men in their effort to 
keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be 
saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the 
limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last.�

1 thessalonians 2:1-16 
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A theme of 
suffering: 
 
PAUL: 
suffering as a servant of God 
proclaiming the Gospel�

  
The thessalonians: 
suffering as believers living out �
the Gospel�

 

? Why all this 
suffering? 

A ddeeffeennssee and 
rreeiinnffoorrcceemmeenntt 
of spiritual 
authority 

“Our visit to you was not a failure.” �
verse 1 

1 
1 thessalonians  

2:1-16 
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Challenges 
accompanied 
the preaching 
of the gospel. 2 

“We had previously suffered and been insulted.”�
verse 2a 

verse 2b 

“We dared to tell you His gospel in  
spite of strong opposition.”�

1 thessalonians  
2:1-16 

a template for 
discipleship: 3 
The process through which the 
gospel took root and transformed 
their lives. �

1 thessalonians  
2:1-16 

Bold 
proclamation 

“With the help of our God we dare to tell you �
His gospel in spite of strong opposition.”�

vveerrssee  22bb  

tthhee  nneeww  bbiirrtthh  ooff  aa  ddiisscciippllee    
ccaannnnoott  hhaappppeenn  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  bboolldd  

pprrooccllaammaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ggoossppeell  
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Trustworthy 
messengers 

“For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor 
are we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as men approved by 
God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but 

on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking for 
praise from men, not from you or anyone else.”�

vveerrsseess  33--66  

iiff  tthhee  ddiisscciippllee--mmaakkeerr  iiss  nnoott  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhyy,,    
tthheenn  tthhee  ggoossppeell  mmeessssaaggee  wwiillll  nnoott    

bbee  ttrruusstteedd  oorr  rreecceeiivveedd..  

nurturing 
care 

“We were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little 
children. We loved you so much that we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as 

well, because you had become so dear to us.” �

vveerrsseess  77--88  

bbiibblliiccaall  ddiisscciipplleesshhiipp  iiss  aann  iinntteennssiivvee,,  
nnuurrttuurriinngg  pprroocceessss  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  aa  ssppiirriittuuaall  

mmeennttoorr  lleeaaddss  aa  nneeww  ddiisscciippllee  ffrroomm  
iimmmmaattuurriittyy  ttoo  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee..    

selfless 
sacrifice 
“Surely you remember…our toil and hardship; we worked night 

and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we 
preached the gospel of God to you.”�

vveerrssee  99  

ddiisscciipplleesshhiipp  oofftteenn  ccoommeess  aatt  aa  hhiigghh  
pprriiccee::  tthhee  llaayyiinngg  ddoowwnn  ooff  sseellff..  

“As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you.”�
vveerrssee  77aa  
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biblical 
behavior 

“You are witnesses of how holy, righteous �
and blameless we were.”�

vveerrssee  1100  

HHOOLLYY  ==  the character of god; set apart from 
all things ungodly 

rriigghhtteeoouuss  ==  right living; living as god 
commands/intends 

bbllaammeelleessss  ==  pure; without sin 

biblical 
behavior 

“You are witnesses of how holy, righteous �
and blameless we were.”�

vveerrssee  1100  

ddiisscciippllee--mmaakkeerrss  aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ttoo  lliivvee  
lliivveess  ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  tthhee  WWoorrdd  aanndd  

PPrreesseennccee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  aa  ttaannggiibbllee  eexxaammppllee  
ffoorr  ootthheerr  ddiisscciipplleess  ttoo  ffoollllooww..    

loving 
direction 

“We dealt with each of you as a father deals with 
his own children, encouraging, comforting and 

urging you to live lives worthy of God.”�

vveerrsseess  1111--1122  

TThhee  ddiisscciipplleesshhiipp  pprroocceessss  iiss  
rreecceeiivviinngg  lloovviinngg  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ffrroomm  

mmeennttoorrss  aanndd  ttaakkiinngg  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  
ttoo  pprroovviiddee  tthhaatt  ffoorr  ootthheerrss..    
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god-focused 
humility 

“And we also thank God continually because, when you 
received the word of God…you accepted it not as the word of 

men, but as it actually is, the word of God.”�

vveerrssee  1133  

aass  ddiisscciipplleess,,  wwee  mmuusstt  ssttrriivvee  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  
iinn  tthhee  hhuummiilliittyy  ooff  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  ssaavveedd  bbyy  ggoodd  aanndd  lliivvee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  
aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  hhiiss  wwoorrdd..  tthhiiss  hhaappppeennss  bbyy  

ssttaayyiinngg  ffooccuusseedd  oonn  ggoodd  hhiimmsseellff..  

new identity 
similar suffering 

“For you, brothers, became imitators of Godʼs churches in Judea, 
which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen 
the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, who killed 

the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out.”�

vveerrssee  1144  

“You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe 
suffering you welcomed the message with joy.”�

11  tthheessssaalloonniiaannss  11::66  

tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  aa  ddiisscciippllee  iinn  cchhrriisstt  iiss  ttrruullyy  
aa  whole new identity tthhaatt  mmuusstt  bbee  
ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhrroouugghh  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  

eexxaammppllee  ooff  ootthheerr  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  aanndd  
pprroovveenn  tthhrroouugghh  ssiimmiillaarr  ttrriiaallss..  

new identity 
similar suffering 
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? Why all this 
suffering? 

suffering seems to accompany 
both the pprrooccllaammaattiioonn and the 

rreecceeppttiioonn of the gospel. 

1 
the spiritual  
battle is real. 

WHY SUFFERING? 

2 
suffering validates  
truth and worth. 

WHY SUFFERING? 



2/19/13	



9	



3 
suffering refines us. 

WHY SUFFERING? 

one thing is sure: 

the gospel 
is worth it 

TThhee  ggoossppeell  iiss  tthhee  ggoooodd  nneewwss  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  ssaavveedd  
ffrroomm  aann  eetteerrnniittyy  ooff  ddeesseerrvveedd  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  aanndd  

wwee  aarree  ggiivveenn  aacccceessss  ttoo  aann  eetteerrnniittyy  ooff  
uunnddeesseerrvveedd  pplleeaassuurree  aanndd  lloovvee..    

the most relevant 
preparation for the 
return Christ we can 
make: 

Passionately & 
urgently live out & 
send out the gospel… 
 

to be disciples 
that make 
disciples. 
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? 
the more important 
response is not, “why 
does suffering happen?” 
but,  “Am I offering my life 
in service to the gospel, 
even if it involves 
discomfort or pain?” 

“Live lives worthy of God, who calls you into  
His kingdom and glory.”�

verse 12 


